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Matthew 12:33-37

1

Matthew 12:33-37
“Either make the tree good and its fruit will be good, or make the tree bad and 
its fruit will be bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. 34Brood of vipers! How can 
you speak good things when you are evil? For the mouth speaks from the 
overflow of the heart. 35A good person produces good things from his storeroom 
of good, and an evil person produces evil things from his storeroom of evil. 36 I 
tell you that on the day of judgment people will have to account for every 
careless word they speak. 37For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your 
words you will be condemned.”
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Trash Talking Stinks
Matthew 12:34-35
34Brood of vipers! How can you speak good things when you are evil? For the 
mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart. 35A good person produces good 
things from his storeroom of good, and an evil person produces evil things from 
his storeroom of evil.
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Trash Talking Stinks
Lying

John 8:44
You are of your father the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s 
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his 
own nature, because he is a liar and the father of lies.
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Trash Talking Stinks
Gossiping

Proverbs 18:8 
A gossip’s words are like choice food that goes down to one’s innermost being.

Romans 1:29-30
29 They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of envy, 
murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, 
proud, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,
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Trash Talking Stinks
Slandering

Romans 1:29-30
29They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are 
full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are 
gossips, 30slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents,

Making a false or misleading statement 
about a person that damages their 

reputation. 
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Trash Talking Stinks
Cursing/Cussing 

Colossians 3:8 
But now, put away all the following: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
filthy language from your mouth.
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Trash Talking Stinks
Boasting

James 3:5
So too, though the tongue is a small part of the body, it boasts great 
things. Consider how a small fire sets ablaze a large forest.
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Trash Talking Stinks
Complaining

Philippians 2:14 
Do everything without grumbling...
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Trash Talking Stinks
Condemning

Ephesians 4:29 
No foul language should come from your mouth, but only what is good for 
building up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those who hear.
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Your Words Expose Your Heart
Matthew 12:33
Either make the tree good and its fruit will be good, or make the tree bad and its 
fruit will be bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.
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Your Words Expose Your Heart
Matthew 12:33
Either make the tree good and its fruit will be good, or make the tree bad and its 
fruit will be bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.

The Application
You can identify the inner nature 
of a tree by examining its fruit.

You can identify the inner nature 
of a person by listening to their 

words.
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Examine Your Heart
You Cannot Fix Your Trash Talking

James 3:8 
No one can tame the tongue.

Psalm 51:10 
God, create a clean heart for me and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
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Matthew 12:36

I tell you that on the day of judgment people will have to account for every 
careless word they speak.
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