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Matthew 18:21-35
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Matthew 18:21-35 
21Then Peter approached him and asked, “Lord, how many times must I forgive 
my brother or sister who sins against me? As many as seven times?” 22“I tell 
you, not as many as seven,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven.23“For this 
reason, the kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle accounts, one who owed 
ten thousand talents was brought before him. 25Since he did not have the 
money to pay it back, his master commanded that he, his wife, his children, and 
everything he had be sold to pay the debt.
26“At this, the servant fell facedown before him and said, ‘Be patient with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 27Then the master of that servant had 
compassion, released him, and forgave him the loan.
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Matthew 18:21-35 
28“That servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii. He grabbed him, started choking him, and said, ‘Pay what you 
owe!’ 29“At this, his fellow servant fell down and began begging him, ‘Be patient 
with me, and I will pay you back.’ 30But he wasn’t willing. Instead, he went and 
threw him into prison until he could pay what was owed. 31When the other 
servants saw what had taken place, they were deeply distressed and went and 
reported to their master everything that had happened. 32Then, after he had 
summoned him, his master said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 
that debt because you begged me. 33Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And because he was angry, his master 
handed him over to the jailers to be tortured until he could pay everything that 
was owed. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to you unless every one of you 
forgives his brother or sister from your heart.”
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No Limits to Forgiveness
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Forgiveness Cost Jesus
Matthew 18:27 

Then the master of that servant had compassion, released him, and forgave 
him the loan.

Psalm 130:3 
LORD, if you kept an account of iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
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Forgiveness Cost Jesus
Matthew 18:26

At this, the servant fell facedown before him and said, Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you everything.

1 Peter 2:24 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; so that, having died to 
sins, we might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
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Forgive Because You Have Been Forgiven

Ephesians 4:31-32 
31Let all bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander be removed from 
you, along with all malice. 32And be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ.
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Unforgiveness Imprisons You
Matthew 18:34 

And because he was angry, his master handed him over to the jailers to be 
tortured until he could pay everything that was owed.
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WHEN YOU FORGIVE:
You Release

Forgive Means to Release
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WHEN YOU FORGIVE:
You Release

You Wipe the Slate Clean
Forgiveness 

Requires One to Offer Grace 
Reconciliation 

Requires Two 
(Grace Given by One and Accepted by the Other) 
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WHEN YOU FORGIVE:
You Release

You Wipe the Slate Clean
You Forget

Forgetting Is Passive
Forgiving Is an Active Process

Isaiah 43:25 
I am the one, I sweep away your transgressions for my own sake and remember 
your sins no more.
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