
BARRIERS & BRIDGES WEEK 2  
“The Orthodox Church & 

The Roman Catholic Church” 
 
REVIEW OF LAST WEEK : THE AGE OF 
CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY : AD 70 – 312 

• After the age of the Apostles the church 
continued to spread all over the Middle 
East, Persia, Europe, & northern Africa. 

• Catholic means universal.  This term  
was used many years before the Roman 
Catholic Church formed.  

 
ROME MERGES CHURCH & STATE 

• In 313 AD Emperor Constantine professes 
Christianity but also keeps his pagan title 
Ponifex Maximuis- supreme high priest of 
the state religious cult of the Roman Empire 

• Constantine favors Christianity openly: 
o tax breaks 
o abolished crucifixion & gladiator 

battles as criminal punishments 
o made Sunday a public holiday 
o government funded church buildings 

• Rome is the capital of Christianity, but with 
a price…Constantine moves capital to more 
centralized Constantinople 

• Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, exiled 
• Emperor Theodosius I- rewards Christians & 

penalizes non-Christians   
 
EARLY CHURCH FATHERS AGREE ON ORTHODOXY 

• Nicene Creed in 325 hammers out the 
doctrine of the Trinity 

• Several large meetings of Bishops compile 
what we now know as the New Testament 
& forbade use of books that did not make 
the cut [The Synod of Laodicea (363), The 
Council of Hippo, 393, Synod of Carthage in 
397, The Council of Carthage in 419] 

• How was the canon decided? 
o apostolic authority 
o orthodox doctrine 
o broad based acceptance 

 
 

THE GREAT SCHISM : AD 1054 
• In 1054 the Bishops of the two capitals of 

the Roman Empire mutually 
excommunicated each other along with all 
of their followers creating a formal break in 
Christianity. 

• The West – Constantinople  
& The Orthodox Church 

• The East- Rome  
& the Holy Roman Catholic Church 
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