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WEEK 1
“Timeline

& Overview”

CHRISTIANITY
[the city]

DENOMINATIONS
[the neighborhoods]

CHURCHES
[the houses]

NEW 
RELIGIONS

[the self-appointed annex]

WORLD 
RELIGIONS 

[totally different cities]
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WEEK 2
“Growing
Influence”

• The Gospel & the Church spread.
• Catholic means universal.
• The church was

decentralized. Heresy was
a challenge.

• Councils & Creeds tried to
help clarify the Gospel
message.

REVIEW OF LAST WEEK :
THE AGE OF CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY : AD 70-312
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WEEK 2
“Growing
Influence”• In 313 AD Emperor Constantine professes 

Christianity, but also keeps his pagan title

ROME MERGES CHURCH & STATE

• Christianity favored
• Rome is the capital of 

Christianity, but...
• Constantine moves the 

capital to Constantinople 
(now Turkey)
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WEEK 2
“Growing
Influence”• In 313 AD Emperor Constantine professes 

Christianity, but also keeps his pagan title- high priest

ROME MERGES CHURCH & STATE

• Christianity favored
• Rome is the capital of 

Christianity, but...
• Constantine moves the 

capital to Constantinople 
(now Turkey)

• Athanasius exiled
• Emperor Theodosius 1 

rewards & punishes...

“Since you know my will, grant free 
admission to all those who wish to 

enter the church. If you hinder anyone 
from becoming a member, or have 
debarred anyone from entrance, I 

shall immediately send someone to 
have you deposed at by best and have 

you sent into exile.” 
– Emperor Constantine

to Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria
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WEEK 2
“Growing
Influence”

EARLY CHURCH FATHERS AGREE ON ORTHODOXY

• Nicene Creed in 325 AD- doctrine of the Trinity
• Several large meetings & councils of Bishops sure

up what we know as the New Testament
• How was the canon decided?
o apostolic authority
o orthodox doctrine
o broad acceptance
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WEEK 2
“Growing
Influence”

THE GREAT SCHISM : AD 1054

• In 1054 the Bishops of the two capitals of the
Roman Empire mutually excommunicated each other
along with all of their followers

• The West- Constantinople & The Orthodox Church
• The East- Rome & the Holy Roman Catholic Church
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WEEK 2
“Growing
Influence”

EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH

8

WEEK 2
“Growing
Influence”

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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NEXT WEEK...

REFORMATION RUMBLINGS!
LUTHERANS, PRESBYTERIANS,

& ANABAPTISTS
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