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2 Peter 2:1-3 

1

2 Peter 2:1-3 
1 There were indeed false prophets among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you. They will bring in destructive heresies, even denying 
the Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on 
themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved ways, and the way of truth will 
be maligned because of them. 3 They will exploit you in their greed with made-
up stories. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their 
destruction does not sleep.
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2 Peter 2:1

There were indeed false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves.

False vs Faithful Teachers
FALSE TEACHERS

Their Message Is Destructive 

The Message of a False Teacher 
Will Contain Parts of the Bible, 

but They Either Add to 
It or Subtract From It
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Revelation 22:18-19 

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the holy city, 
which are written about in this book.
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False vs Faithful Teachers
FALSE TEACHERS

Their Message Is Destructive 
Two Extremes of False Teaching 

Legalism Liberalism
Revelation 22:18-19 
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anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the holy city, 
which are written about in this book.

5

Revelation 22:18-19 

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the holy city, 
which are written about in this book.
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Their Message Is Destructive 
Two Extremes of False Teaching 
Legalism - Adds to God’s Word 

A Legalist Is Someone Whose List of Rules Is Longer Than God’s
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Genesis 2:15-17 

15 The LORD God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and watch over it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to 
eat from any tree of the garden. 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, you will certainly 
die.”
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Genesis 3:3 
But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, “You must 
not eat it or touch it, or you will die.”
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FALSE TEACHERS

Their Message Is Destructive 
Two Extremes of False Teaching 
Legalism - Adds to God’s Word 

A Legalist Is Someone Whose List of Rules Is Longer Than God’s
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Matthew 23:24 

Blind guides! You strain out a gnat, but gulp down a camel!
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False vs Faithful Teachers
FALSE TEACHERS

Their Message Is Destructive 
Two Extremes of False Teaching 
Legalism - Adds to God’s Word 

A Legalist Is Someone Whose List of Rules Is Longer Than God’s

Marks of Legalism

Adding Rules Not Found in the Bible
Identifying the King James Version of the Bible as the Only Authorized Version

Keeping the Sabbath Day Rules
Banning Certain Musical Instruments
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Revelation 22:18-19 

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his share of the tree of life and the holy city, 
which are written about in this book.
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Genesis 2:15-17 

15 The LORD God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and watch over it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to 
eat from any tree of the garden. 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, you will certainly 
die.”
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Genesis 3:4 

“No! You will certainly not die,” the serpent said to the woman.
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FALSE TEACHERS

Their Message Is Destructive 
Two Extremes of False Teaching 

Liberalism - Takes Away From God’s Word 
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False vs Faithful Teachers
FALSE TEACHERS

Their Message Is Destructive 
Two Extremes of False Teaching 

Liberalism - Takes Away From God’s Word 

The Jesus Seminar

Words in RED indicate words that Jesus most likely said. 
Words in PINK represent words that Jesus possibly said. 
Words in GRAY indicate words that Jesus likely did not say, 
but are close to what He might have said. 
Words in BLACK represent words that Jesus definitely did not say. 
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2 Peter 2:2-3 
2 Many will follow their depraved ways, and the way of truth will be maligned 
because of them. 3 They will exploit you in their greed with made-up stories. 
Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their destruction 
does not sleep.

False vs Faithful Teachers
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2 Peter 2:2-3 
2 Many will follow their depraved ways, and the way of truth will be maligned 
because of them. 3 They will exploit you in their greed with made-up stories. 
Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their destruction 
does not sleep.
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Their Motive Is Greed

Jim Bakker Was Convicted of Mishandling $158 Million
47 Bank Accounts
6 Mansions
Luxury Cars
$60,000 Worth of Gold-Plated Bathroom FixturesJim and Tammy Faye Bakker

Defamed, Reviled, Slandered
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2 Peter 2:2-3 
2 Many will follow their depraved ways, and the way of truth will be maligned 
because of them. 3 They will exploit you in their greed with made-up stories. 
Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their destruction 
does not sleep.

False vs Faithful Teachers
FALSE TEACHERS

Their Motive Is Greed

1 Timothy 6:10
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
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Titus 1:9 

Holding to the faithful message as taught, so that he will be able both to 
encourage with sound teaching and to refute those who contradict it.

False vs Faithful Teachers
FAITHFUL TEACHERS

Teach God’s Word
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John 13:34-35 

34 “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
are also to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.”

False vs Faithful Teachers
FAITHFUL TEACHERS

Care for People
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False vs Faithful Teachers

Jim Jones
The People’s

Temple

California Representative
Leo Ryan

Congressman Ryan
And 5 Others Were Killed

914 Dead
276 Children

There Were No Bibles in Jonestown
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2 Peter 2:1

There were indeed false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves.

False vs Faithful Teachers
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Romans 6:23 

The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

False vs Faithful Teachers
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