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Numbers 13-14
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Physical Geography Teaches Us Spiritual Biography
Egypt = A Lost Person

The Wilderness = A Worldly Believer

The Land of Canaan = A Spirit-Filled Follower of Jesus
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Numbers 13:23
When they came to 
Eshcol Valley, they cut 
down a branch with a 
single cluster of grapes, 
which was carried on a 
pole by two men. They 
also took some 
pomegranates and figs.

The Tragedy of Doubt

The Promised Land

Mediterranean Sea
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Numbers 13:26-33 
26 The men went back to Moses, Aaron, and the entire Israelite community in the 
Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh. They brought back a report for them and the 
whole community, and they showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They reported 
to Moses, “We went into the land where you sent us. Indeed it is flowing with 
milk and honey, and here is some of its fruit. 28 However, the people living in the 
land are strong, and the cities are large and fortified. We also saw the 
descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites are living in the land of the Negev; 
the Hethites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites 
live by the sea and along the Jordan.”

The Tragedy of Doubt
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Numbers 13:26-33 
30 Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Moses and said, “Let’s go up 
now and take possession of the land because we can certainly conquer it!” 
31 But the men who had gone up with him responded, “We can’t attack the 
people because they are stronger than we are!” 32 So they gave a negative 
report to the Israelites about the land they had scouted: “The land we passed 
through to explore is one that devours its inhabitants, and all the people we saw 
in it are men of great size. 33 We even saw the Nephilim there—the descendants 
of Anak come from the Nephilim! To ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, 
and we must have seemed the same to them.”

The Tragedy of Doubt
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Numbers 14:1-4 
1 Then the whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept that 
night. 2 All the Israelites complained about Moses and Aaron, and the whole 
community told them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had 
died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us into this land to die by the 
sword? Our wives and children will become plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us 
to go back to Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, “Let’s appoint a leader and 
go back to Egypt.”

The Tragedy of Doubt
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Numbers 14:9 
Only don’t rebel against the LORD, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land, 
for we will devour them. Their protection has been removed from them, and 
the LORD is with us. Don’t be afraid of them!”

The Tragedy of Doubt
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Numbers 14:26-35 
26 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron: 27 “How long must I endure this evil 
community that keeps complaining about me? I have heard the Israelites’ 
complaints that they make against me. 28 Tell them: As I live—this is the LORD’s 
declaration—I will do to you exactly as I heard you say. 29 Your corpses will fall in 
this wilderness—all of you who were registered in the census, the entire number 
of you twenty years old or more—because you have complained about me. 30 I 
swear that none of you will enter the land I promised to settle you in, except 
Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 I will bring your children 
whom you said would become plunder into the land you rejected, and they will 
enjoy it.

The High Price of Doubt
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Numbers 14:26-35 
32 But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness. 33 Your children will be 
shepherds in the wilderness for forty years and bear the penalty for your acts of 
unfaithfulness until all your corpses lie scattered in the wilderness. 34 You will 
bear the consequences of your iniquities forty years based on the number of the 
forty days that you scouted the land, a year for each day. You will know my 
displeasure. 35 I, the LORD, have spoken. I swear that I will do this to the entire 
evil community that has conspired against me. They will come to an end in the 
wilderness, and there they will die.”

The High Price of Doubt
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When Spiritual Things Don’t Excite You Anymore

Signs of Wandering in the Wilderness

The High Price of Doubt

Manna
What Is This

Wafer of Honey
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When Spiritual Things Don’t Excite You Anymore
When You Find Yourself Constantly Complaining

Signs of Wandering in the Wilderness

The High Price of Doubt
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When Spiritual Things Don’t Excite You Anymore
When You Find Yourself Constantly Complaining

When You're in Conflict with Others

Signs of Wandering in the Wilderness

The High Price of Doubt
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When Spiritual Things Don’t Excite You Anymore
When You Find Yourself Constantly Complaining

When You're in Conflict with Others
When You Wonder, What Might Have Been…

Signs of Wandering in the Wilderness

The High Price of Doubt
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Hebrews 3:7-15 
7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden 
your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, 9 where 
your ancestors tested me, tried me, and saw my works 10 for forty years. 
Therefore I was provoked to anger with that generation and said, “They always 
go astray in their hearts, and they have not known my ways.” 11 So I swore in my 
anger, “They will not enter my rest.” 12 Watch out, brothers and sisters, so that 
there won’t be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that turns away from the 
living God. 13 But encourage each other daily, while it is still called today, so that 
none of you is hardened by sin’s deception. 14 For we have become participants 
in Christ if we hold firmly until the end the reality that we had at the start. 15 As 
it is said: Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion.

Don’t Make the Same Mistake

14

You Will Be Led by Jesus

Don’t Make the Same Mistake
Signs of Living in the Promised Land

Joshua means Jesus

Just as Joshua Lead the People Into 
the Promised Land 

Jesus Leads You Into the Ultimate 
Promised Land
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You Will Be Led by Jesus
You Will Have the Character and Personality of Jesus

Don’t Make the Same Mistake
Signs of Living in the Promised Land
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Physical Geography Teaches Us Spiritual Biography

Egypt = A Lost Person

The Wilderness = A Worldly Believer

The Land of Canaan = A Spirit-Filled Follower of Jesus
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