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When My Family Is Broken
Genesis 37 & 50
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When My Family Is Broken
Genesis 37:2-4 
2These are the family records of Jacob. At seventeen years of age, Joseph 
tended sheep with his brothers. The young man was working with the sons of 
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought a bad report about them 
to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than his other sons because 
Joseph was a son born to him in his old age, and he made a long-sleeved 
robe for him. 4When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than 
all his brothers, they hated him and could not bring themselves to speak 
peaceably to him.
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Jacob’s Family Tree
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Genesis 50:15-21 
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said to one 
another, “If Joseph is holding a grudge against us, he will certainly repay us for 
all the suffering we caused him.” 16So they sent this message to Joseph, 
“Before he died your father gave a command: 17 ‘Say this to Joseph: Please 
forgive your brothers’ transgression and their sin—the suffering they caused 
you.’ Therefore, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 
your father.” Joseph wept when their message came to him. 18His brothers 
also came to him, bowed down before him, and said, “We are your slaves!” 
19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You 
planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present 
result—the survival of many people. 21Therefore don’t be afraid. I will take 
care of you and your children.” And he comforted them and spoke 
kindly to them.
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Every Choice 

Has 
Consequences

God Doesn’t 
Reverse the 

Consequences
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Ephesians 4:31 
Let all bitterness, 
anger and wrath, 

shouting and slander 
be removed from 

you, along with all 
malice.

Let Go of Bitterness

Bitt
ern

ess
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Forgive

Ephesians 4:32 
Be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving one another, 
just as God also forgave you in 

Christ.
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Forgive

Reconciliation and Forgiveness Are Not the 
Same Thing 

Forgiveness Is Always a Prerequisite of Reconciliation 
Forgiveness Can Occur Without Reconciliation

Reconciliation Requires Both Parties to Be in Agreement 
Forgiveness Can Be a One-Way Street 
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Jesus Is Your Hope

Hebrews 6:19

We have this hope as an anchor 
for the soul, firm and secure.
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