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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:11-24 

Part One
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:11-24 
11 A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of the estate I have coming to me.’ So he distributed the 
assets to them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered together all 
he had and traveled to a distant country, where he squandered his estate in 
foolish living. 14 After he had spent everything, a severe famine struck that 
country, and he had nothing. 15 Then he went to work for one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to eat his 
fill from the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one would give him 
anything. 17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired workers have more than enough food, and here I am dying of hunger! 
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:11-24 
18 I’ll get up, go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and in your sight. 19 I’m no longer worthy to be called your son. Make 
me like one of your hired workers.” 20 So he got up and went to his father. But 
while the son was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion. He ran, threw his arms around his neck, and kissed him. 21 The 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I’m no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father told his servants, 
‘Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23 Then bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, and let’s 
celebrate with a feast, 24 because this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate.
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:12 
The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate 
I have coming to me.’ So he distributed the assets to them.

The Father Let Him Go

Our Heavenly Father Never 
Walks Away From Being 

Your Father
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:20 
So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms 
around his neck, and kissed him.

The Father Waited

You Can Be Far Away and 
Still Be On the Father’s 

Radar
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:20 
So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms 
around his neck, and kissed him.

The Father Ran

Your Child May Be Running 
From God 

God Is Running After Them
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:20 
So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms 
around his neck, and kissed him.

The Father Had Compassion

God Comes Running in the 
Greatness of His Compassion to 

Help Every Poor Soul That 
Returns to Him
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:20-21 
20 So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms 
around his neck, and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and in your sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’

The Father Embraced Him

Love Doesn’t Wait for 
Perfection
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:22 
“But the father told his servants, ‘Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.

The Father Restored Him

Robe – Honor
Ring – Authority and Son-Ship

Sandals – Freedom
“You’re Still Mine.”
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For My Wayward Child
Luke 15:23-24 
23Then bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, and let’s celebrate with a 
feast, 24because this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found!’ So they began to celebrate.

The Father Celebrated
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For My Wayward Child

God Hasn’t Stopped Watching
God Hasn’t Stopped Loving

God Hasn’t Stopped Working
God Can Bring Them Back Suddenly

Don’t Stop Praying
Don’t Stop Believing

Be Ready When They Return 

What This Teaches Us About Hope for a Wayward Child
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